The Angelman ("happy puppet") syndrome.
We report studies of six patients with the Angelman "Happy Puppet" syndrome and compare the data with those from previous reports. The results confirm the classic findings of severe mental retardation, "puppet-like" gait, characteristic craniofacial abnormalities, and frequent episodes of laughter and suggest that this syndrome is more common than previously thought. Computerized axial tomographs of the brain demonstrating unilateral cerebellar atrophy in one patient constitute the first direct evidence of cerebellar abnormalities in this syndrome.